
 

 

 

Name:  _____________________________        AFFIRMATIVE or NEGATIVE 
 
1. Intro 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
For this reason and those that follow, I stand firmly (in favor of OR against) the resolution that… ___________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Define Terms 
For clarification in today’s debate, I offer the following terms and definitions from (state your source)… 
________________: ________________________________________________________________________ 
________________: ________________________________________________________________________ 
________________: ________________________________________________________________________ 
________________: ________________________________________________________________________ 
________________: ________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Value 
My value in today’s debate shall be _______________________________ 
Why is this valuable in the argument concerning the resolution? ______________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Criterion 
My criterion for today’s debate shall be _________________________________ 
Explanation of how criterion is the best way to determine if and how the value is achieved: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 
 
5. Contentions 
You need a minimum of two contentions.  All evidence must be cited. 
 
Contention 1: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________



 

Contention 2: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



I now stand open for cross-examination. 
    

Opposition Research 
 For each section, write in an argument that your opponent might use against you in debate.  It will be 
beneficial to research the opponent’s perspective.  
 

Opponent’s Possible Argument #1: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Attack/Defense: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________ 

Opponent’s Argument #2: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________ 

Your Attack/ Defense: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Opponent’s Argument #2: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Attack/Defense: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


